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A Report on 

 

IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atmanirbhar Bharat: 

Online Training on Student Empowerment for Entrepreneurial 

Development (SEED) 

 

NCIDE, IGNOU has started an eleven-day online training programme titled “Student 

Empowerment for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” for IGNOU students as IGNOU’s 

Initiative towards आत्मनिर्भर र्ा रत in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship. Amid the 

COVID-19 crisis, the Prime Minister of India called for Atmanirbhar Bharat or Self-Reliant 

India Movement. This scenario calls for entrepreneurship, especially among the youth of the 

country and IGNOU took this initiative to empower its students for Atmanirbhar Bharat 

through this training programme from 27 July to 21 August 2020. 

 

 
 

The Inauguration of the SEED training Programme was held on 29th July 2020. The 

occasion was graced by the presence of the Honourable Vice Chancellor, Prof Nageshwar 

Rao. Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof. R. P. Das, and Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof. K. B. Das were 

also present. The Directors and Heads of Schools, Divisions, Centres and Units and the 

Regional Directors of IGNOU were also present. The programme was also graced by the 

presence of the members of the Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC) of IGNOU. Eminent 

experts from academia and industry, including Prof. S. P. Mishra, former Vice Chancellor, 

DSVV, Haridwar; Mr. Satvinder Singh, Managing Director, Nitcon, Mr Harshal Sanghvi, 
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Founder Essentech, and Dr. Raunak Kadia were also present. The inaugural session was also 

attended by the participating students of the SEED programme. 

 

 

 
 

Welcoming all to the inaugural session Dr. O. P. Sharma provided an overview of the SEED 

Training Programme. He said that the SEED has been conceptualized and developed by the 

NCIDE as a student empowerment programme aimed at encouraging and motivating the 

IGNOU students towards innovation, entrepreneurship, startups and Skill Development. He 

pointed out that, this is basically an initiative of the university towards Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

Further, he informed that the basic objectives of the programme include explaining the 

concept of entrepreneurship and its importance in making of Atmanirbhar Bharat and 

highlighting the importance of innovation and creativity in this context. It also aims at 

helping the students in converting their Idea into a Business Plan and how to develop a 

Bankable Business Proposal and much more. Further, he said that the different sessions will 

be conducted by the IGNOU faculty as well as some external experts of eminence in the 

field. 

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE and one of the Coordinators of the SEED 

programme gave a demonstration of the web portal designed specifically for the student 
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participants. She mentioned that the basic objective of the portal is to nurture the budding 

innovator students of IGNOU in their journey for being an Entrepreneur and thus 

contributing to Atmanirbhar Bharat. The portal enables the learners to access the session 

recordings, educational resources, activities and e-assignments related to the sessions. The 

participants are also provided the facility to discuss in asynchronous mode through the 

discussion board. It is an evolving and dynamic portal with a student-centric design. 

 
 

Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and one of the coordinators of the SEED 

programme requested five student participants from across India to present their ideas to the 

Honourable Vice Chancellor and other dignitaries in the inaugural session. These students 

were Ms. Neena Sharma from Rajasthan, Mr. Subham Seal from Gujarat, Ms. Kamlesh from 

Delhi, Mr. Aakarshan Agrawal from Bihar and Mr. Pankaj from Maharashtra. Honourable 

Vice Chancellor, Prof Nageshwar Rao inaugurated the training programme and speaking on 

this occasion he said that NCIDE is offering to its students a well designed, well planned and 

high quality online training programme aimed towards IGNOU’s initiative for Atmanirbhar 

Bharat. He appreciated that the training programme has a web portal for linkage for the 

learners with features of feedback, assignments, e-content, and videos. He urged the students 

to read two important books: The Fourth Eye by Pradip N. Khandwalla and Jeet Aapki by 

Shiv Khera, so that they could strengthen the mind and regenerate new ideas, which is 

important for entrepreneurs. He said that the training programme may be repeated so that 

many more learners could sharpen their entrepreneurship skills and provide the much 

impetus for Atmanirbhar Bharat . 

 

Prof. R. P. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, said that indeed it is a unique achievement for an open 

university to identify, develop and create entrepreneurs. The Covid-19 scenario has created a 

necessity in the society and people need to innovate to not only be job seekers but job 

providers. He congratulated NCIDE for creating a climate of innovation at IGNOU towards 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. Prof. K. B. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, said that the spirit of 
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Atmanirbhar Bharat means that we will not be dependent on anyone and be Swabalambi. For 

this Swabhiman has to be inculcated which leads to Swabalambi and Swabalambi leads to 

Swaraj. To achieve this, innovation and entrepreneurship is needed in a wide spectrum of 

areas such as agriculture, pharmaceuticals, communications, small and medium industries, 

transportation, infrastructure, safety and security, defense etc. He also mentioned that 

Atmanirbhar Bharat is about fostering entrepreneurship, propelled by creative thinking which 

will not only give economic support to the country but also cater to the international market. 

The SEED Training Programme is aimed at making the student think out of the box. He 

hoped that the participants will receive the desired mentorship in this programme to develop 

their businesses. Prof. S. P. Mishra, former Vice Chancellor Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalya 

and former Director NIESBUD said that the situation has changed and students are willing 

coming up with their ideas and seeking incubation centres for testing their prototypes and to 

find markets for their products. Students now are involved in the incubation system and they 

are able to set up their own enterprises. Prof Mishra lauded IGNOU and congratulated the 

Vice Chancellor for his guidance to NCIDE for nurturing and promoting innovations in 

distance education. 

 
 

Mr. Satvinder Singh, Managing Director of NITCON Ltd. appreciated the initiative of 

IGNOU in this field and said that this training platform will be used to share information 

about the various schemes of the government with the participants. He emphasized on the 

importance of a good business plan and this will be discussed in the forthcoming sessions. He 

offered to provide all kinds of support for such programmes in future also. Mr. Harshal 

Sanghvi, Essencetech, Ahmedabad and Dr. Raunak Kadia also appreciated the initiative of 

the NCIDE and congratulated IGNOU for this initiative and hoped it will be a two-way 
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learning for all. The SEED programme has been conceptualized, designed, developed and 

coordinated jointly by all the faculty members of NCIDE including Dr. O. P. Sharma, Dr. 

Jyotsna Dikshit, Dr. Moumita Das and Dr. Sujata Santosh. The vote of thanks was delivered 

by Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE one of the Coordinators of the SEED 

Training Programme. 

 
 

The online training programme was of transitional nature and at the end of the workshop the 

participants felt empowered regarding providing technological support to their learners using 

innovative ways.  

 

Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE  

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE  

Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE  

Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE 

 


